Christmas Trivia
CHRISTMAS SONGS

1)Name the cowboy actor famous for his rendition of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer?

A)Gene Autry

B)Roy Rogers                        A:  Gene Autry

C)Hoot Gibson

2)In the first line of “O Holy Night”, it states the stars are brightly….what?

A)Glimmering

B)Streaming                           A:  Shining

C)Shining

3)As specific as possible, what does a famous song state that Frosty the Snowman’s nose is made from?

A)Corn Cobs

B)Button                                A:  Button

C)Rubber

4)Bing Crosby sang the most popular Christmas song ever in terms of number of singles sold in “White Christmas”.  Name the 1941 movie that the song premiered in?

A)Holiday Inn

B)White Christmas                            A:  Holiday Inn

C)Jingle in the Valley

5)What Christmas tune was alledgedly written after a church’s organ broke down?

A)Peace in the Valley

B)Silent Night                                    A:  Silent Night

C)O Come All We Faithful

6)Name the rock star that Bing Crosby sang a special version of “The Little Drummer Boy” with in his 1977 Christmas special.

A)David Bowie

B)Mick Jagger                                   A:  David Bowie

C)Peter Frampton

7)Name the TV comedian who for many years sang “Silver Bells” with various female celebrities in his frequent Christmas specials.

A)Jack Benny

B)Jackie Gleason                             A:  Bob Hope

C)Bob Hope

8)The comedy singing duo Elmo and Patsy hit it big with a comedy Christmas song that described “Grandma Got Run Over by….” What?

A)Santa’s sleigh

B)A Reindeer                                  A:  A Reindeer

C)Mail Truck


9)In the song “Joy to the World”, the second line states, “Let Earth receiver her….” What?

A)Peace

B)Joy                                               A:  Peace
C)Solice

10)A rather unknown Christmas song in the 1966 tune “Must Be Santa Claus” which was sung by what member of  the TV western “Bonanza”?

A)Michael Landon

B)Dan Blocker                                 A:  Loren Greene

C)Loren Greene

CHRISTMAS TV
1)Name the actor who portrayed the frantic clerk opposite Jack Benny in a famous 1960 Christmas special where Benny steadily makes exchanges driving the clerk koo-koo.

A)Mel Blanc

B)Dennis Day                                  A:  Mel Blanc

C)Phil Harris

2)Name the popular singer known for hits such as “Country Roads” who frequently appeared with the Muppets in various Christmas specials.

A)James Taylor

B)John Denver                                  A:  John Denver

C)John Gary

3)What famous tap dancer served as the narrator in the classic TV clay cartoon “A Year Without a Santa Claus”?

A)Gene Kelly

B)Arthur Duncan                              A:  Fred Astaire

C)Fred Astaire

4)What musical duo sang their Christmas hit “Merry Christmas Darling” for the first time on TV during their 1975 ABC holiday special.

A)Donny and Marie

B)The Carpenters                             A:  The Carpenters

C)Captain and Tenille

5)In the 1987 TV movie “A Very Brady Christmas”, which member of the Brady family gets trapped in a partial building collapse before climbing out when hearing the rest of the family singing outside?

A)Greg

B)Mike                                             A:  Mike

C)Peter

6)In a memorable Christmas episode of “Family Ties”, Alex Keaton realizes in a dream how important giving is.  But when he finds out Christmas morning the only place open is the convience store, what does he buy his father (Stephen) for Christmas?
A)A cup of coffee

B)a slurpee                                             A:  a cup of coffee

C)a six-pack of powered donuts

7)In a Perry Como Christmas special filmed in Austria in the 1970s, what famous German-imitating comedian went along for the ride?

A)George Gobel

B)Sid Caesar                                        A:  Sid Caesar

C)Arte Johnson

8)Name the TV comedian who for decades used his Christmas specials to introduce the annual Associated Press All-American College Football All-Stars?

A)George Burns

B)Red Skelton                                     A:  Bob Hope

C)Bob Hope

9)Comedian Jackie Vernon is most famous for being the original voice of what leading character in a classic Christmas cartoon?

A)Frosty the Snowman

B)The Grinch                                       A:  Frosty the Snowman
C)Charlie Brown

10)In the cartoon special Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, Hermey the Elf runs away from the toy shop because he would rather become a what?

A)Forklift operator

B)Dentist                                             A:  Dentist

C)Small business owner

THE CHRISTMAS STORY

1)Most of the Christmas story comes from what two books of the Gospel?

A)Matthew and John

B)Matthew and Luke                          A:  Matthew and Luke

C)Matthew and Mark

2)The term crèche specifically refers to a Christmas setting involving what?

A)A tree

B)A wreath                                          A:  Christ child in his crib

C)Symbol of Christ child in his crib

3)Name the city where Christ was born.

A)Bethlehem

B)Nazareth                                         A:  Bethlehem

C)Haifa

4)The Magi is a term used to describe what signifigant group at the time of Christ’s birth?

A)The Three Wise Men

B)The Israelis                                     A:  The Three Wise Men

C)The Members of local clergy

5)Name the three gifts that were given to Christ by the Three Wise Men.

A)Gold, silver, and bronze

B)Gold, diamond, and turqoize            A:  gold, frankensense, and myyhr

C)Gold, frankensense, and myyhr

6)It is stated when Christ was born to look for a new star in what direction in the sky?

A)North

B)East                                                  A:  East

C)West

7)Complete the title of the song that was written about Joseph & Mary’s difficulty in finding a place to stay before Jesus was born….”No Room at the….” What?
A)Inn

B)Lodge                                              A:  Inn

C)Hotel

8)Because many early Christians felt recognizing anyone’s birthday was a pagan custom, around what year A.D. is it first mentioned that Christians began celebrating Christ’s birthday?

A)100 A.D.

B)200 A.D.                                          A:  200 A.D.

C)300 A.D.

9)Around what year was it first mentioned that Christ’s birthday fell on December 25th?

A)250 A.D.

B)284 A.D.                                          A:  336 A.D.

C)336 A.D.

10)Complete the title of the following song that recognizing the specific structure where Christ was born….”Away In a …..” what?

A)Manger

B)Wagon                                             A:  Manger

C)Barn

CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD
1)What do British people commonly call Santa Claus?

A)Father Christmas

B)Ole Saint Nick                                 A:  Father Christmas

C)Heavenly Kris

2)It is said in France that children place what in front of the fireplace hoping Pere Noel fills them with gifts?

A)Stockings

B)Shoes                                               A:  Shoes

C)Baskets

3)In different timing from children, historically when do adults in France exchange Christmas gifts?

A)Christmas Eve

B)New Year’s Day                              A:  New Year’s Day

C)Epiphany

4)In Germany, on what day to children leave their Christmas list for Saint Nicholas in which he return leaves them candy?
A)December 24th
B)December 15th                                A:  December 6th (St. Nicholas Day)

C)December 6th
5)It is also storied in Germany that Saint Nicholas actually acts as the messenger in order for whom to give presents to all the children on Christmas day?

A)Mrs. Claus

B)The Christ Child                             A:  The Christ Child (Christkindl)

C)The Elves

6)In Switzerland, it is said when young people walk to Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, if they visit nine fountains on their way & take three sips of water from each they will find what at the front door of the church?

A)Their future spouse

B)Many riches                                   A:  Future spouse

C)Forgiveness of their sins

7)In what country is it a family tradition that gifts be distributed from a large crock called The Urn of Fate?

A)China

B)Australia                                       A:  Italy

C)Italy

8)In Spain, after Christmas Eve Midnight Mass, many people perform in a Jota, what is a Jota?

A)Dance
B)Vocal Chorus                                A:  Dance

C)Additional prayer service

9)It is said in Norway that Churches’ bells are rung specifically at what time on Christmas Eve?

A)9 am

B)4 pm                                              A: 4 pm

C)Midnight

10)In Iran, their Christian population call Christmas by what name (translated in English)?

A)Exchange Day

B)Deliverance Day                          A:  The Little Feast

C)The Little Feast

CHRISTMAS ODDITIES

1)In Czechoslovakia, it is said a girl can tell her own fortune by placing a twig from a certain tree in water & if said twig blossoms before Christmas Eve she will marry.  Name the species of tree used in his experiment.
A)Oak

B)Cherry                                         A:  Cherry

C)Maple

2)In Albania, traditionally families eat what on Christmas Eve without oil or butter?
A)Pancakes

B)Eggs                                            A:  Pancakes

C)Sausage

3)In Greece, some people burn Yule Logs non-stop between Christmas & the Epiphany for what specific reason?

A)Guiding light for Santa

B)Symbolize eternal faith               A:  Keep away evil spirits

C)Keep away evil spirits

4)In Puerto Rico, what TWO days do children usually receive presents during the holiday season?

A)Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

B)Christmas Day & the Epiphany                   A:  Christmas Day & Epiphany

C)Christmas Day & St.Nicholas Day

5)In Armenia, many Christians eat this vegetable on Christmas Eve because they believe Virgin Mary ate it the night before Christ was born, name this vegetable.

A)Boiled spinach

B)Carrots                                            A:  Boiled spinach
C)Green peas

6)In Syria, Christians believe that trees do what on the Eve of the Epiphany to honor Christ?

A)Shed some of their leaves

B)Loudly whistle                                 A:  Bow their heads

C)Bow their heads

7)In Sweden, it is said during the Christmas season that the oldest daughter of the house has to wear what on her head?

A)Her father’s favorite hat

B)A wreath with 7 candles                           A:  A wreath with 7 candles

C)Fallen needles from the Christmas tree

8)In the American classic song, “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” written by Johnny Marks, what reindeer’s name is misspelled from the original text of “A Visit from Santa Claus” by Clement Moore?

A)Dasher

B)Prancer                                           A:  Donner (Donder in poem)

C)Donner

9)In quite an unusual pairing, what rock star sang “The Little Drummer Boy” with Bing Crosby in Crosby’s last TV Christmas special in 1977?
A)David Bowie

B)Mick Jagger                                   A:  David Bowie

C)Paul McCartney

10)In what major U.S. City was Santa Claus the target of angry NFL football fans’ snowballs during a halftime appearance in 1967, forcing him to abandon his sled & run to the nearest stadium exit?

A)New York

B)Philadelphia                                    A:  Philadelphia

C)Detroit

